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he best time to practice golf 
is right after a round. Try to 
remember the shots and clubs

that gave you the most trouble during
the round. Those are the ones you
should pra c t i c e. Think of the situations
that gave you fits—maybe it was your 

3-wood from the fairway or the 
50-yard pitch—and work on that shot
until you make three good swings in a
r o w. You don’t have to hit 300 balls
after a round. But if you don’t pra c t i c e
those shots, you’ll never have the con-
fidence to execute them. It would be

like getting straight A’s in math but fail-
ing history. Which subject should you
spend more time studying?
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If you struggled 
all day with your 
fairway woods,
those are the 
clubs you should 
practice with 
after the round.

When to work on your game,
and what to focus on

By Rick Smith

R i c k’s Practice Tips

Le s s o nTe e

Rick Smith, voted No. 5 by his peers in Golf Digest’s
ranking of America’s 50 Greatest Teachers, teaches
at the Treetops Resort in Gaylord, Mich., and Tiburón
in Naples, Fla.
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